“This is the short and the long of it.”
William Shakespeare was born in Stratford on April 23, 1564 and he died on April 23, 1616. His father, John, was a glove maker and his mother, Mary Arden, was from a good family and had some fortune due to inheriting farm property. Therefore, William grew up in an upper, middle class home. 

While young, William attended grammar school where emphasis was placed on Latin grammar. The Latin influence is evident throughout his plays and poems. By the time he was eighteen, he had finished school, and married Anne Hathaway, who was eight years older than him, in 1582. In 1583, Susanna, the first child was born. Two years later, Anne and William had twins named Hamnet and Judith. Sadly, Hamnet died as a child. 
Soon after, William departed to London to earn fame and fortune, leaving his family behind. By 1592 he was an established actor and playwright. He first established fame came from his narrative poems called Venus and Adonis, and The Rape of Lucrece. 

Throughout the middle of the 1500’s, theatres were starting to gain popularity. In fact, the first theatre building constructed was on a Red Lion farm in 1567. Consequently, it was named The Red Lion. James Burbage, an actor and theatre builder, was the owner of the first proper theatre. This was called The Theatre and it was built in Shoreditch, London in 1576. Other well known theatres were: The Curtain, constructed in 1577, The Rose, constructed in 1587 and it was the host of Shakespeare’s first play Titus Andronicus. 

The best well known theatre was the Globe Theatre build in 1599. Throughout Shakespeare’s career he was a member of the playing company, The Lord’s Chamberlain’s Men, whose leading actor was Richard Burbage, James Burbage’s son. This playing company gained a lot of exposure when they built the famous Globe Theatre. This theatre sat thousands and was the most extravagant theatre. What makes these theaters special is that all of them are constructed outside of city limits. They are outside the city limits because mayors and city councils, men against the theatre, did not have legislation outside the city to shut them down.

 While with the Lord Chamberlain’s Men, Shakespeare gained the reputation of a friendly, good natured man who invested his money wisely. Shakespeare also allotted his time to writing and produced thirty seven plays. All of these plays were written approximately from 1593-1607. It is believed that a lot of plays were written during this time because in 1594, the theaters reopened after a temporary close during a plague epidemic. Therefore, Shakespeare needed something to revitalize the theaters. 
Shakespeare acquired a lot of property in Stratford, including New Place, the name of a large building, where he retired. He passed away on April 23, 1616. Unfortunately, his only heir, Hamnet, passed away young and neither of his daughter’s gave birth to a boy. Instead, people remember his name through the renowned works he created.
The Structure of a Shakespearean Drama

Shakespeare developed a unique style of drama that was copied but never done extremely well by playwrights. He developed the perfect FIVE ACT PLAY. In every one of Shakespeare’s plays there are five acts. Each act is made up of various scenes. Some acts have one scene, and some may have up to seven or more scenes. 
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Act One = Exposition
The exposition provides background information to the play.
It exposes the protagonist, the antagonist, other characters, 

the setting, and the basic conflict. The inciting moment, or the 

beginning of the play’s problems are set. 

Act Two = Rising Action
The basic conflict is now complicated and a secondary more

minor conflict may be introduced. Suspense is build throughout

this portion of the play.

Act Three = Climax (Turning Point)
This marks a change for better or for worse

for the protagonist. Usually, if the play is a 

comedy, the climax is rather happy, and if the play

is a tragedy, the climax is dismal for the protagonist.

This act has the highest tension.

Act Four = Falling Action






Act Five = Dénouement/Catastrophe/Resolution
The conflict between the protagonist and antagonist 


Usually, a comedy ends when the protagonist is better off 
begins to be resolved.  This act may contain the final 


in the end of the play than he was in the beginning. In a 
moment of suspense. 







Tragedy, the protagonist is worse off in the end.  This act 











resolves all conflicts and sums up the entire play.

Blank Verse and Rhyme in Shakespeare’s Plays
Shakespeare’s plays are written in BLANK VERSE. This style was fairly new in the 1500s. This type of writing gives the great speeches of his characters a rhythm and dignity of sound that would not be possible if his poetry and plays were confined to rhyme.

BLANK  VERSE follows a flexible rhythmic pattern consisting of an unstressed syllable followed by a stressed syllable. An example of this is when Hippolyta speaks to Theseus in Act One Scene One:

“Four days will quickly steep


Themselves in night:

Four nights will quickly dream


Away the time;”

Shakespeare will use different writing styles to suit different characters. For example, Bottom and his friends generally speak in prose, which gives them a simplistic quality. As for the speeches of Oberon and Titania, Shakespeare uses a more complex form of poetry implying beauty and magic surrounding the fairy kingdom. 

Within his plays, Shakespeare used rhyme to:

· Indicate the end of an act (Usually uses a concluding rhyming couplet) 

· Indicate the low status of a character

· Portray the extreme fall from grace of one who was of high rank
· To imply an aurora of evil

Prose refers to the ordinary way people write or speak. PROSE was often used to a certain extent to:

· Portray quiet scenes

· Indicate comic situations

· Indicate that certain characters are of inferior stations in life

How to read Romeo and Juliet
The Art of Paraphrasing
Guess what! You are about to learn Shakespeare. Do not panic. The language is not as bad as it seems. Together, we will be able to read and understand Romeo and Juliet. Because this play is written using verse, words, and terms you may not be familiar with it may seem difficult to read and understand the play word for word. For these reasons, readers of Shakespeare often paraphrase passages they read in order to understand them. 
Paraphrase: To restate the original meaning of a passage using different words that carries the same meaning

For example, one person may say:

“Leanne’s stomach grumbled like thunder from hunger, and she turned red.”

If another person was to paraphrase the above, they could say:

“Leanne’s stomach growled, and she blushed.” OR

“Because Leanne was hungry, her stomach growled and it made her blush.”

When you paraphrase, the words used are simpler, yet the meaning of the passage does not change.
How do you paraphrase?

a) Read the passage you want to paraphrase

b) Search for meaning

c) If the passage is difficult, re read the passage

d) Determine if you can discover the meaning of the passage or just a few words

e) Restate the passage so you can find the meaning in simpler terms

It is easier to paraphrase if you determine the “heart” of the passage. Once you understand the main meaning, you can edit out the extra words and details.

If you want some extra help on how to read Shakespeare, please see the following useful websites.
· http://www.shakespearehigh.com/classroom/guide/

· http://www.wikihow.com/Read-Shakespeare-for-Beginners
Also, the left side of your book is extremely useful! It paraphrases, gives definitions, explains ambiguous words, and gives us context clues.
 USE THE LEFT SIDE OF THE BOOK
Paraphrasing Activity
Please paraphrase the following:

1. He roared like a ferocious tiger enraged with anger when he heard the news that his brother had taken his car without his permission. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Johnny thinks that Liz is like a delicate, rose petal which is sweet and glorious and forever completely flawless.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. When he finally escaped reality that evening through night time fantasy and rest, he envisioned a terrible fire breathing monster chasing him through the woods. Terrified from this sleep induced vision, he slept erratically. Consequentially, he did not feel refreshed or rejuvenated when he awoke in the morning.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. “Now, Fair Hippolyta, our nuptial hour/ Draws on apace; four happy days brining in/ another moon:”

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. “Full of vexation come I, with complaint/ Against my child, my daughter Hermia./ “

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Great! You’re paraphrasing skills are improving a lot. Now, please try to paraphrase some more passages from this play. Remember, pick out the words you recognize and try to find a clear meaning.

6. “From forth the fatal loins of these two foes / A pair of star-cross'd lovers take their life; / whose misadventured piteous overthrows / Do with their death bury their parents' strife.”
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. “As is the bud bit with an envious worm / Ere he can spread his sweet leaves to the air, / Or dedicate his beauty to the sun.”
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. “He that is strucken blind cannot forget / The precious treasure of his eyesight lost.”
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. “My only love sprung from my only hate! / Too early seen unknown, and known too late!”
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. “But, soft! what light through yonder window breaks? / It is the east, and Juliet is the sun.”
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11. “What’s in a name? That which we call a rose / By any other name would smell as sweet.”

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

12. “My bounty is as boundless as the sea, / My love as deep; the more I give to thee,  / The more I have, for both are infinite.”
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
